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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN the following adareſi, great uſe is made f a tract 
entitlid, A free and ſerious Addreſs to the Chriſtian 
Zaity, eſpecially theſe, who being of Unitarian Sen- 
timents, conform to Trinitarian Worſhip,” which is 
aſcribed to Mr. Toulmin of Taunton. The words of. 
other authors, as quoted by that writer, are alſo in 

jane places adopted, without any reference being | 
made to them. Ne 
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To THE 


SECOND EDITION. 


Tux writer of the following addreſs is unwilling to 
let a ſecond edition of it appear, without attempting 
to point out the inconſiſtency of thoſe who have ex- 
preſſed their approbation of the ſentiments it contains, 
whilſt they continue to join in Trinitarian Worſhip, 
It was not drawn up ſo much with the view of ex- 
poſing the errors of the Book of Common Prayer, as 


of prevailing upon you, who-are ſenſible of thoſe 
errors, to diſcontinue the uſe of devotional” forms, 


' which you look upon as inconſiſtent with the ſcrip 
tures. Be entreated, brethren, carefully and ſerĩou 

to review the conſiderations which are laid before you 
in this little tract. Carry it in your minds hilſt you 


are reading it, that yoz are the perſons principally 


addreſſed. Apply every/argument—for religion is a 
perſonal concern—apply „ argument to your/elves. 
Examine them carefully, and enquire if you can be 
juſtified in treating them with neglect. Do not trifle 
with yourſelves. Beware of admitting any vain plea, 
as a ſufficient apology for your acting inconſiſtently 
with your convictions. Will you ſay that you are 
advanced in life that your habits are fixed—that it 
is too late for you to think of forſaking the walls to 
which you have been accuſtomed from your infancy ? 
And do you really think that ſuch an excuſe will — 


admitted by the great Searcher of Hearts? An ex- 
cuſe for what ? F, 


or acting as an hypocrite, and for 
A'2 ſup- 


, 
. 
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ſupporting thoſe groſs corruptions of the goſpel which 
rob it of its beautiful ſimplicity, and prove an inſur- 
mountable ſtumbling- block in the way of unbelievers 
of every denomination. If ſuch an apology will ac- 
uit you; it will acquit the greateſt ſinner upon earth: 
for ſuch an one can plead that his habits are of too 
long a ſtanding for him to root them up. The fact, 
however, is, that this conſideration inftead of ex- 
cuſing him, will ſerve to grove his guilt and in- 
- creaſe his puniſhment. Trifle therefore no longer 
no longer confeſs the truth in words, whilſt in actions 
you deny it: aſſert the fairneſs and ſimplicity of your 
characters. Let the promiſe of our Lord to thoſe 
"diſciples who ſhould act a conſiſtent part, animate you 
to ſurmount the difficulties which lie in your way, 
4 He that findeth his life ſhall loſe it, and he that 
Joſeth his life for my ſake ſhall find it. Matt. x. 39. 
-In the preſent happy times, the friends of the truth 
have not thoſe dreadful hardſhips to encounter, which 
in former days fell to the portion of thoſe who ſtood 
forth in oppoſition to prevailing errors. But ſtill if 
vou act agreeably to your convictions, you mult ex- 
ped to meet with ſome reproach and oppoſition... - 
«© In the world we muſt have tribulation : Vat let us be 
of good cheer: our Lord hath overcome the world.” 
Let his example encourage us. Letus be neither ter- - 
_ ified from bearing an unwavering teſtimony to the 
truth, nor irritated againſt thoſe who may condemn 
us. Ere long they may become our firmeſt friends. 
And if it be otherwiſe, let us not render evil for 
evil, or railing for railing, but contrawiſe bleſſing 
in meekneſs inſtructin thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. 
This is by no means inconſiſtent with the moſt deter- 
"mined zeal for the truth. Let us always remember 
that it is not the men, but their errors that we are to 
oppoſe. Of the men, let 'us endeayour to think as 
- Charitably as poſſible. Let us avoid putting the moſt 
- unfavourable conſtruction even upon their = and 
; violence. 
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violence. Let us not be ever ready to impute that 
behaviour to mere malice, which may really ſpring 
from a ſincere attachment to what they believe to be 
the truth. One ſhould hope that the violence of per- 
ſecutors, may ſometimes be aſcribed to the miſtakes 
of the head and not to the depravity- of the heart. 
I truſt that ſome of thoſe who would draw the ſword 
againſt us on earth, will rejoice to meet us in heaven. 

But whilſt you exerciſe the greateſt candour towards 
thoſe who differ from you, permit me to recommend 
it to you to take every opportunity of attempting to 
correct their errors, and to give them juſter notions 
of the chriſtian religion. Vou, who have been edu- 
cated conformiſts, muſt enjoy many opportunities of 
doing this, which do not fall inthe way of thoſe whoſe 
connections naturally lie among diffenters from the 
eſtabliſhed church. You likewiſe are better able to 
enter into the feelings of churchmen than they are, 
and can afford a more unequivocal evidence, that a 
regard to truth, and to conſiſtency of character, has 
really ſome practical influence upon your own minds. 

And whilſt you are thus exerting yourſelves, let 
the excellence of your conduct be anſwerable to the 
warmth. of your zeal. Thoſe who greatly intereſt. 
themſelves in matters of religion, are always watched 
by the world with the moſt critical exactneſs, and are 
expected to live under the influence of that religion, 
about which they appear ſo much concerned. Let 
your light, then, ſo ſhine before men, that they, ſee- 
ing your good works, may glorify. your father who is 

eaven. 5 R 
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E X H ORT AT ION 


TO REFRAIN FROM 


TRINITARIAN WORSHIP. 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


Ir is upon a matter of great importance, that 
I am now about to addreſs you, I truſt you will 
ay all poſſible attention to what I am going to ſay. 
May God Almighty give you a ſerious, unprejudiced 
mind! May He open your eyes to the truth as 
delivered by the bleſfed Jeſus! May he enable you 
to obey the dictates of your conſciences, and to 
follow your honoured and beloved Maſter, through 
evil report, or through good report, through life, or 
trough death ! It is under a ſenſe of the preſence 
of the great God, and, I truſt, with a view to his 
honour and glory, that I now exhort you, to turn 
from the worſhip: of thoſe who are called Gods, 
whether in heaven or in earth, and to confine your 
religious homage to that o Gap, THE FaTHER, 
of whom are all things“. bi 
You know, my brethren, it was foretold by the 
apoſtles, that there ſhould be a great falling away 
from the ſimplicity of Chriſt, and that the goſpel, 
that precious jewel, ſhould be greatly tarniſhed, in 


* 1 Cor. vii. LL 


paſling 


i 
| 
i 
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paſſing through the polluted hands of men. Their 


prophecy was remarkably fulfilled. Chriſtianity 
was quickly disfigured, It was but about two 
hundred and fifty years ago, that thoſe doctrines 
which we term the errors of popery, were firmly held 
by almoſt all the Chriſtian church: and when our 
forefathers began to diſcover their miſtakes, the 
corruptions of chriſtianity had gained ſo firm a foot- 
ing, and had been eſtabliſhed ſo many hundreds of 
years, that old goſpel truths were looked upon by 
moſt men as mere novelties, and nothing was more 
common than for the catholics to cry out upon the 

roteſtants, Where was your doctrine before 
Tacker aroſe? Where was your church before king 
Edward's days?“ | | 

It was not to be expected, that men ſhould at 
once obtain an unclouded view of ghriſtianity ; 
that they ſhould at once ſee through all the errors 
which had been collecting together for more than 
a thouſand years. Accordingly, though (in the 
midft of much inſult and oppoſition) they removed 
a great deal of rubbiſh from the fair goſpel building ; 
they ſuffered no ſmall quantity to remain : though 
they attacked, with all their might, one ſpecies of 
idolatry, they ſtrained every nerve to ſupport another, 
perſecuting unto death thoſe who would worſhip no 
other being than the one Gop and Father of all. 
So generally has the doctrine of three eternal per- 
ſons (each of whom is ſaid to be God) been re- 
ceived even by proteſtants ; that I ſhould not wonder 


if ſome of you, my friends, for want of knowin 


better, ſhould fellow the example of the catholics, 
and charge us, who deny that doctrine, with intro- 
ducing novelties : though it has been proved, to the 
ſatisfaction of many worthy chriſtians, that the body 


e beliewers, for the ſpace of more than two hundred 


years after Chriſt, held that the Father only is Gon, 
and that the Lord Jeſus was nothing more than his 
| | highly 
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* favoured ſon and meſſenger*. This is very 
different from the doctrine of the Church of Rome, of 
England, or of Scotland. How widely theſe churches 
have deviated from the faith of the holy ſcriptures, 
as well as from the practice of Jeſus and his apoſtles, 
with regard to religious worſhip, you will be able to 
form ſome judgment from the following contraft. 


Dix ECTIORs relative to the 0B JECT of worſhip, with 
ſpecimens of PRAY ERS——of devout WISHES, Wc. 


Found in the CHRISTIAN Found in the BOOK of 


SCRIPTURES. , , + COMMON PRAYER, 
cc Thou, when thou and in the writings of 
prayeſt, pray to thy Fa- PRESBYTERIANS and 
THER, Who is in ſecret, | ber DISSENTERS. | 


and thy FAT REA, who - The catholic faith 
ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall re- is this, that we worſhip 
ward thee openly. After one God in Trinity and 
this manner, therefore, Trinity in Unity.“ 
pray ye: Our FAr HER, - Athanafian Creed. 


who art in heaven. „Then likewiſe the 
Matt. vi. 6, 9. Luke miniſter ſhall ſay, Glory 
IX. 2, be to the Father, and to 


«« Jeſus ſaith—the the Son, and to the Hol 
hour cometh, and now Ghoſt; Anſwer, As it 
is, when the true wor- was in the beginning, is 
ſhippers ſhall worſhip now, and ever ſhall be, 
the FArRHER in ſpirit. world without end+.” 
and in truth, for the FA- Morning Serwice. 


* The heads of the argument to prove this point, may be ſeen 
in a little pamphlet, entitled A general view of the arguments for 
the unity of God, and againſt the divinity and pre-cxiftence of 
Chrift, from reaſon, from the ſcriptures, and from hiſtory. But 
thoſe who with to ſee the queſtion fully canvaſſed, will peruſe the 
controverſy between Dr. Prieſtley and Dr. Horſley, c. 


+ Pope Damaſus is ſaid to have decreed in a Roman 
council, that glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſhould be ſaid or ſung at the end of the pſalms. 
This was in the latter part of the fourth centu x. 


THER 
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From the Scriptures. 


THER ſeeketh ſuch to 
worſhip arm.” John iv. 
23. See alſo John xiv. 
13, 14. xv. 16. xvi. 23. 

„I bow my knees 
unto the FAT HERR of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, of 
wrom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is 
named.“ Eph. iii. 14, 

15. : 

55 Giving thanks al- 
ways, for all things unto 
God, even the FT HER, 
in the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt.“ Eph. v. 
20. See alſo ch. ii. 18. 
Rom. xv. 6. Col. i. 3, 12. 
ch. iii. 17. James iii. 9. 
1 Peter i. 17.“ 


From the Com. Prayer, &e. 


Above all things, ye 
muſt give moſt humble 
and hearty thanks to 
God the Father the Son 
and the Holy Ghoſt, for 
the redemption of the 


= 


orld, &c.” Communion 
Vere r. 
It is very meet, 


right, and our bounden 


duty, that we ſhould at 


all times and in all 
places, give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord Almighty, 
and everlaſting God, who 
art one God, one Lord, 
not one only perſon, but 
three perſons, in one ſub- 
ſtance. For that which 


we believe of the glory 


* Ft is ſaid, (Heb. i. 6.“ when he bringeth in the firſt-begotten 
cc into the world, he ſsith, and let all the angels of God worthip 
him: and we read of particular perſons worſhipping our Lord. 
But it is well known that by the term worſbip is not always meant 
religious adoration, It is frequently uſed to deſcribe thoſe marks 


of reſpect which are paid to great characters. Some of the per- 


ſons who are faid to have worſhipped Jeſus, Matt, viii. 2. and 
ix. 18. were Jewy, Now the Jews paid religious worſhip to Gop only. 
Indeed I thould imagine that few trinitarians themſelves will aſſert 
that at the period when the leper or the ruler worſhipped for made 
obeiſance to) Jeſus, the doctrine of his deity was publicly taught. 
Confecuently that worſhip had nothing in it of a religious nature. 
It is ſaid, 1 Chron, xxix, 20, © All the congregation wor- 
thipped the lord and the King:“ and in Daniel ii. 46.“ that 
Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and worſhipped Daniel, and 
commanded that they ſhould offer an oblation (or preſent) and 
ſweet odours unto him, as a mark of reſpect, agreeably to 
the eaſtern method of doing perſons honour, Jeſus »Iſo, ſpeaks 
of a fervant who fell down before his maſter, and worſhipped him. 
Matt. xviii. 26. When therefore we rgad'that the /eper wy ed 
: eſus— 


- 
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From the Scriptures. 
At that time Jeſus 


anſwered and ſaid, I 


thank thee, O Farmers 
Lord of heaven and 
earth, becauſe r Hou haſt 
hid theſe things from the 


- wiſe and prudent, and 


haſt revealed them unto 
babes, even ſo FaTHER, 
for ſo it ſeemed good in 
THY fight.” Matt. xi. 
25, 26. Luke x. 21. 

«<< And he—fell on his 
face and' prayed, ſaying, 
O MY FATAHER, if it be 
poſſible let this cup paſs 


from me: nevertheleſs 
not as I will, but as HO 


wilt.“ Matt. xxvi. 39. 
See Mark xiv. 36. Lu 
xxii. 42. xxiii. 34, 46. 
* And Jeſus lift up 
his eyes and ſaid, Fa- 


THER I thank thee that 


THOU haft heard me.“ 
John xi. 44, | 

Now is my foul 
troubled, and what ſhall 


] 


From the Com. Prayer, Ic. 


of the Father, the /ame* 
we believe of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
without any difference 


or inequality.“ Upon the 


Feaſt of Trinity. | 

Religious worſhip is 
to be given to God the 
Father, the Son, and the 


Holy Ghoſt; and to him 


alone.“ The Aſſembly's 
Confe/. of Faith, ch. 21. 
The ſecond part of 
rayer is adoration, and 
1t contains (1.) A men- 
tion-of his nature as God; 
and this includes, his 
moſt original properties 
and perfections: his 
unity of eſſenee, that 
there is no other God 
beſides him: his incon- 
ceivable ſubſiſtenee in 
three perſons, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit; which myſ- 
tery of the Trinity is a 
moſt proper object of our 


Jeſus—that his diſciples, upon his aſcenſian, worſhipped him, &c. 


it js reaſonable. to underſtand. it as meaning aething more, than 


that they did him homage, as a great character, or as à divine 
Prophet. You will be confirmed in this, upon finding that all 
their religious addreſſes were directed to the one Gop, the Father 


of Jeſus. 


If ye loved” me, ſaid the Lord Jeſus to bis diſciples, ye 
would rejoice, becaufe I faid, I go unto the Father: for my Father 


45 GREATER than J. John xiv. 28. 


I fay, | 


From the $ criptures. 


I ſay, Far HER ſave me 
from this hour ? but for 
this cauſe came I unto 
this hour. FATRER, 
glorify thy name.” John 
xii. 27, 28, | 


* Holy FATHER, keep 


through thine own name 
thoſe whom Trov haſt 
given me.” John xvii, 
11. See alſo John xvii. 
1, 3, 5, 13, 24, 25. and 
Acts iv. 24, &c. 

4 Bleſſed be Gov, 


even the Far HRA of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
FarHRER of mercies and 
the Gop of all comfort, 
who comforteth us in all 


our tribulation.”” 2 Cor. 


i. 3. See alſo Eph. i. 3. 


«© Bleſſed be the Gop 
and Fa T HER of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who ac- 
cording to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us 


again unto a lively hope, 


by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead.“ 1 Peter i. 3.* 
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From the Com. Prayer, Ac. 
adoration and wonder, 
ſince it ſo much ſurpaſſes 
our underſtanding.” — 
Watts' Guide to Prayer, 
p- 6. 

„We muſt give hon- 
our to three perſons in 


the Godhead diſtinctly: 


to the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt.” 
Henry's Method of Prayer. 

«© Thou art the king 
of glory, O Chriſt. Thou 
art the everlaſting Son 
of the Father.“ We 
therefore pray thee to 


help thy ſervants, whom 


thou haſt redeemed with 
thy precious blood. — 


'Make them to be num- 


bered with thy ſaints, in 
glory everlaſting.” Te 
Deum. | 

«© O God the Son, re- 
deemer of the world, 
have mercy upon us mi- 
ſerable ſinners. | 

«© God the Holy 
Ghoſt, proceeding from 


the Father and the Son, 


* We read, Acts vii. 59. that “e they ſtoned Stephen calling 
upon God is not in the original) and ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive 
my fpirit,” or breath of life, as if he had ſaid, « accept this ſacri- 
fice of my life which I lay down for thy ſake,” Stephen had 
juſt ſeen the heaventh opened a*d the Son of Man ſtanding at the 


right hand of God. 


he impreſſion made by fo grand a ſpectacle 


would not quickly wear off. Is it wonderful then that he 


ſhould 


-- 
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From the Scriptures. 


According to the 
will of Gop the FA 


THER, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever.“ Gal. 


L 4+ . 
No unto Gop even 
our FATHER, be glory 


for ever and ever.“ Phil. 
| iv. 10. f 5 


Now unto the King 
eternal, immortal, invi- 
ſible, the only wiſe Gop, 
be henour and glory for 
ever and ever.“ 1 Tim. 
1. 17. See alſo Matt. vi. 
13. Luke ii. 14. Rom. 


1. 25. Xi. 33, 36. xvi. 


25, 27. 2 Cor. xi. 31. 


Eph. iii. 20, 21. 1 Tim. 


vi. 14, 15, 16. 1 Peter v. 


From the Com. Prayer, Se. 


have mercy upon us mi- 
ferable ſinners. 

« O holy, bleſſed and 
glorious Trinity, three 
perſons and one God, 
have mercy upon us mi- 
ſerable ſinners. 

„ Whom! thou hatt | 
redeemed with thy moſt 
precious blood. By the 
myſtery of thy holy in- 
carnation; by thy holy 
nativity and circumei- 
ſion; by thy baptiſm, 
faſting and temptation ; 
by thy _ and bloody 
ſweat ; by thy'croſs and 
paſſion ; 4 thy precious 
death and burial; by thy 
glorious reſurreQion! and 


10, 11. Jude 24, 25. ' aſcenſion; and by the 
Rev. iv. 8, 11. vii. 11, coming of * Holy 
1 | . 


ſhould addreſs that Son of Man 2 "When we are in Sen cir= 
cumftances, it is to be preſumed that we may do the ſame, Paul 
ſays to Timothy, 1 Tim. i. 12. © I thank Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 
But we may expreſs our thank fulneſs towards any abſent friend 
and benefactor, without directiy addreſſing, much more without 
worſhipping that friend, 

* There are in ſcripture a few aſcriptions of praiſe and glory to 


the Lord Jeſus, 2 Peter iii. 8, Rev. i. 5s 6. v. 9, 11y 12, 13. 
vii. 9, 10. but not one, as if he were the great God. Indeed 


they are pot E N to him, as if he were ſuppoſed to be 


preſent, except in the Revelation, c. v. and vii. Where he is 
repreſented as being actually before the angels who addreſs him. 
It ſhould alſo be obſerved that he is there addreſſed as the Lamb 
that wwas ſlain, as a creature capable of dying, which can never 
be ſaid ot the eternal unchangeabie Jchoyah, Indeed they 
B addrefs 


— 


N. | 14: J 


; From the Scriptures, 

*© Grace beto you and 
e from Gop our F a- 
THER and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.” Rom. i. 7. 
«© Grace, mercy and 
peace from-Gop the Fa- 
THER and Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 1 Tim. 1. 2. 
„ Grace be with you, 
mercy and peace from 
Gov the Far HER, and 
from the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Son of the 
FarnER in truth and 

love.”” 2 John 3. 
«© Grace be unto you 
and ce, from Ain 
Who is, and who was, 
and who is to come, and 


from the ſeven ſpirits®, L 


who are before the 
throne—and from Jeſus 
Chriſt who is the faithful 
3 and the firſt- 


begotten from the dead, 
and the prince of the 


From the Com. Prayer, Ge. 
% Son of God we be- 


ſeech thee to hear us. 


O Lamb of God, 
that takeſt away the fins 
of the world. Havemercy 
upon us. O Chriſthear 
us. Lord have mercy 
upon us. Chriſt have 
mercy upon us. Lord 
have mercy upon us.— 
From our enemies defend 
us, O Chriſt: O ſon of 
David, have mercy upon 
us. Graciouſly hear us, 
O Chrift : graciouſly 
hear us, O Lord Chriſt.” 
Litany. © © 

«« For thou only art 
holy, thou only art the 
ord : thou only, O 
Chriſt, with the Holy 
Ghoſt, art moſt high in 
the glory of God the Fa- 
ther.“ Communion Serv. 

«© Now unto the King 
eternal, immortal, in- 


addreſs him as a heing entirely diſtin from God; © thou waſt 
ſlain and haſt redeemed us to God.“ v. 9. If. he bejoined with 
God in this act of praiſe; it is no more chan David was. © All 
the congregation bewed down their heads and worſhipped the Lyd 
and the king -1 Chron, 19, 20. Honour will ever be due to the 
holy Jeſus, but not religious worſhip. —Rom. ix. 5. may be tranſ- 
lated—the" Gov over all (the ſupreme -Gop) be bleſſed for 
ever. . ; . 
This expreſſion ſhows that this and the three preceding 
peſſages ſhould be conſilered only as pious wiſhes and not prayers, 
for ſurely the writer would not pray to the levea ſpirits. 
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From the Seriptures. | 


kings .of the earth.” 
Rev. i. 4, 5. See alſo 
Rom. xvi. 20, 24. 1 Cor. 
i. 3. 2 Cor. 1. 2. Xili. 14. 
Gal. i. 3. vi. 18. Eph. 
1. 2. vi. 23, 24. Phil. i. a. 
iv. 23. Col. i. 2. iv. 18. 
1 Theſſ. 1. 1. iii. 11, 12. 
v. 23, 28. 2 Theſſ. i. 2. 
ii. 16, 1 
2 Tim. i. 2, 18. iv. 22. 
Titus hs ili. 15. Philem. 
iii. 25. Heb. xiii. 20, 25. 


1 Peter i. 2. v. 10, 14. 
2 Peter ĩ. z. Jude 2. Rev. 
XXii. 21. | 


7. ill. 5, 16, 18. 


Fromthe Com. Prayer, c. 
viſible, the only wiſe 
God, and our God i 
three perſons, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be honour and glory, 
dominion and praiſe, 
henceforth and for ever. 


Amen.” Henry on P 


FAY 2 
2 hrongh 922 
Chriſt r Lord; to 


whom with thee, O Fa- 


ther, and thine Holy 
Spirit, be everlaſting 
N 1 | 
* us, m7 5 


Hath poyer ſufficient to 


tons.“ 
Watts, Pf. 1. 51. 


To God the Father, 


God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, 
three In one, ö > 
Be honour praiſe and 
glory, given, 
By all on earth and all in 

heaven.“ 
"oe. 11. Fl. H. lone 
See alſo Pſ. xix. lo 
metre, ver 8.6. Pl. xly. 


c. ex. Cxvill, &c. 


God the Father, 
the Holy Ghoſt, bleſs, 
preſerve and keep you.” 

atrimeony. JOS 


B2 BreTaREN, 
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\-BxzTHRREN, beforeIproceed, ſufferme to.aſk you, 
if you have carefully conſidered the paſſages, which 
have been laid before you? Have you read them 
over with attention? Have you endeavoured. to 
read them with impartiality ? Have you prayed to 
Almighty God, that he would not ſuffer you to be 
carried away by groundleſs prejudices—that he 
would open your eyes to his truth ? 

Brethren, it is no trifling matter. It is a very 
ſerious queſtion, whether we be to worſhip one di- 
vine perſon, or three divine perſons, one God or 
three Gods. Have you, then, really peruſed the 
above contraſt with that ſerious attention, which the 
ſubje& calls for? I do not pretend to have pro- 
duced every prayer or dewout wiſh, or dexology to be 
met with in the New Teſtament. But | believe 
there are but few, which are neither copied nor re- 
ferred to. One ſhould hope you will not think it 
too much trouble to turn to thoſe places in your Bi- 
ble, to which you are referred, and to thoſe alſo, of 
which the words are given, that you may be ſatis- - 
Fed one has quoted them fairly, and alſo ſelected ſuck 
as are proper ſpecimens of the whole. —Suppofin 
that you have done this, and are ſatisfied ; permit 
me to enquire, if you do not think that there is a 
very ſtriking difference, between the ſcripture plan 
of worſhip, and the Church of England plan-? Do 
vou not think that the Lord Jeſus and his apoſtles 
prayed yery differently from the members of our 
eſtabliſhed church ? Jeſus and his apoſtles prayed 
to the FaTHER, and to no other. He who is 
| 1 by the Engliſh Liturgy, prays to God the 

ather, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 


* Though the Church of England only is expreſsly mentioned 
| here and in other places in this addrefs; yet the ſame obſervations 
: which ate made to ſhow that it is the duty of Unitarians to leave 

that church, are generally applicable to trinitarian churches 
among the Digenters, | 


to 
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to the ©* holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity.“ The 
former worſhipped one being : the latter worſhip 
three perſons or beings®*. The former, therefore, 
and thoſe who follow their example, we may call 
Unitarians, the latter we may be allowed to term 
Trinitarians. Does it not alſo appear, as if the 
Trinitarians paid religious adoration to a mortal 
man? For could God redeem us by his blood+ ? 
Could the eternal, unchangeable Jehov born, 
be circumciſed, be baptized, be tempted, be in an agory 
and bloody feat, be crucified and ſuffer ® C ould) the 
immortal on die and be buried f And yet the being 
whom in the Litany you addreſs, is a being of whom 
this is ſpoken. But ſurely no ſuch being is worſhipped 


* When Trinitarians aſſert that the Father is God, the Son 
God, and the Holy Ghoſt God, they muſt mean that the terms 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt are three different names of the ſame 
being, or that they are expreſſive of three diſtin beings, If they 
mean that they are only different names of the ſame being, it is diffi» 
cult to (on what reſp? they differ from Unitarians, except 

in ufirg a language which is very liable to be miſunderſtood. 
But if they mean that the terms Father, Son and · Holy Ghoſt are 
expreſſive of three diſtinct beings, each of whom is Gop, is it 
not urdeniable that they aſſert the exiſtence of Tuzzz GODS? 
It it to no purpoſe for them to ſay that they mean that there 
are three perſcns in the godhead + for fill the queſtion returns, 
What do you mean by the word perſon * Do you mean that 
there are three names belonging to the godhead ? Or do your 
uſe the word perſon as it is commonly uſed, to ſignify a diſtin 
being or intelligent agent? 6 He a 

+ Neither Acts xx. 28. nor r John iii. 16; countenance an 
idea ſo ſhocking; for there is the greateſt reaſon to believe that 


Luke wrote it, Fecd the church of the Lord, 1. e. of the Lord 


ſus; as it is thus quoted by the moſt ancient Chriſtian writers. 
John probably wrote, Herein we perceive love, in that he, & c. 
(meaning Jeſus.) mp y 


* The Trinitarians who addreſs Jeſus Chriſt in the language 


of the Lit any, By the myſtery of thy holy incarnation, &c. muſt 
addreſs him as man or as God. If as God; then they aſſert that 
God was born, bled, died, &c. If as man; then they cooll y 
and deliberately pray to a 1 mortal. 
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in the holy fcriptures. The only being there adored, 
js the King eternal, immortal, inviſible. Had our 
Heavenly Father deſigned that we ſhould worſhip a 
God the Son, and a God the Holy Ghoft ; would he 
not have informed us of it in the Bible? Had he 
deſigned that we ſhould worſhip a Trinity of Gods; 
would the ſcriptures have been filent about it? 
That we muſt worſhip the Father is plainly de- 
clared. But we have neither precept nor example 
far going farther. On the contrary Jeſus declares, 
that we muſt worſhip the Lord aur Gop, and ſerve 
him only*, and whom he meant by the Lord, ap- 
ears plainly from his directing his diſciples to pray, 
aying, ** Our FaTHER, who art in heaven.” 
May we not conclude then, that the worſhip of 7wo 
sther perſons, is a merely human invention, and 
ſupported by merely human authority? But it is 
followed by the Church of England. Upon this 
- ground, I exhort you to leave the Church of Eng- 
* longer to join in her religious ſervices— 
no longer to countenance her unſeriptural practices. 
Worſhip the Gop of Jeſus and his apoſtles — 
worſhip the Gop of the Bible—worſhip -t Gop, ; 
according to the diftates of your conſciences.——- | 
Permit me to urge it upon you by the following 
conſiderations. 5 5 | 
FIRST ConsIDERATION. Weoughttoobey Gon 
rather than man. Suppoſe that Almighty Gop ap- 
peared to you, and ſaid, “ Thou ſhalt have no 
other Gaps but we, for I the Lord thy Gop am a 
Jealous Gop.”” Suppoſe that a mortal man ap- 
peared next, and directed you to pray not only to 
Gov the Father, but to a God the Son and a God 
the Holy Ghoſt. Should you heſitate which to 
obey? But what difference is it, whether the Al- 


| mighty appear in perſon to you, or whether he 
| | a ® Matt. "a 10. SH. 


inform 
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inform you of his will by his holy meſſengers and 
prophets? What difference is it, whether one man 
or ten thouſand men ſtand up in oppofition to him? 
The path of duty is equally plain in both caſes. 
Vou cannot heſi tate whom) to obey : you cannot 
heſitate whoſe inſtructions to receive. Shall hey 
be your guides, who direct and require you to pray 
to the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, or h 
who hath told as, that true worſhippers muſt wor- 

ſhip the FaTher ? Toh 
It matters not on what grounds men propoſe their 
rules, or convert their ſentiments into a law; 
whether they plead the honour of their Redeemer ; 
whether they infer their directions from the cha- 
rater he ſuſtains; or whether they plead the prac- 
tice of Chriſtians: for ſeveral hundred years: If it 
appear to us that they preſcribe what Gop hath not 
required, all that they can ſet before us, is to be 
conſidered as only their opinion, their deductions, 
their will; not Gop's word and will. Let them 
be ever ſo pious and learned, their injunctions are 
ſtill only Luman and the queſtion returns, ſhall 
we hear men rather than Gods? 136 | 
It matters not by how many, or how devoutly cer- 
tain invocations, prayers and doxologies are uſed : 
the great queſtion is, are they-countenanced by the 
New Teftament ? You fee: they are not. How 
then can they be uſed without violating that reve- 
rence which we owe to Gop ; without violating the 
plain authoritative directions which he hath given 
us? It deſerves, Chriſtians, your calm and ſerious 
conſideration, , whether you can do this and be 
blameleſs? Will you plead that you are actuated 
by love and reverence to the Lord Jefus, and by 
your facred regards to the Holy Spirit? But what . 
reverence and love is that, which induces you to 
deviate from the plan given by your great Law- 
giver? What ſacred regards are thoſe which lead 
FH you 
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you to ſet aſide or go beyond the directions of the 
Spirit of truth? Reverence and love may induce 
you to worſhip Mary and all the ſaints, as w the 
Son of Mary. The Church of Rome hath as 
a right to enjoin the worſhip of the former, as the 
Church of England or of Scotland.hath to enjoin 
the worſhip of the latter. Your obedience is as 
reaſonable in one inſtance as in the other. Reflect, 
my friends, upon the caſe of the Jews. 'The firſt 
commandment, was thou ſhalt have no other 
Gods but me.” But they worſhipped idols. Gop- 
therefore delivered them into the hands of their 
enemies. A great part of them were deſtroyed : 
the remainder of them were carried into captivity. 
But this brings me to the ſecond conſideration, 
which I meant to ſuggeſt to you. 

SECOND CONSIDERATION. I 25 our duty to be- 
aware of idolatry. The apoſtle John concludes his 
firſt epiſtle, with—* little children keep yourſelves. 
from idols.” But, is the worſhip. (you will ſay): 
of the. Church of England idelatrous? Will the 
members of that church be excluded, as idolaters, 
from the kingdom of heaven? Far be it from me 
to ſay, concerning any article of faith, in the lan- 
guage of the abominable Athanaſian Creed, that 
except a man believe it he cannot be ſaved and with- 
out doubt Sali periſe: everlaſtingly.** You believe, I 
truſt, that all fincere and virtuous Roman catholics. 
will be ſaved. But do you not think that they are 
chargeable with idolatry > Where men are idol- 
aters through ignorance, and can preſerve their 
minds untainted by: the bad influences of the prac- 
_ tice; we may cheerfully embrace them as fellow- 
heirs of a common ſalvation. But ſtill let us not 


forget that they are idolaters, and that if we, who 


enjoy more light than they, follow their examples, 
we ſhall juſtly become objects of the divine diſ- 


\ pleaſure. If it be idolatry to worſhip any. a= a 
| at. 


DDr e oe .þom oi.lrJi.c.. ly. 3 @.Þc 6 


(a 1 


that being who ſaid, thou ſhalt have no other 
Gods but uE; if it be idolatry to worſhip Gop 
under a bodily form ; how can they be exculpated 
from the charge of idolatry, who pray not only to 
God the Father, but to a God the Son, and a God the 
Holy Ghoft, and invoke the Almighty, by his nati- 
tivity and circumciſion, his agony and bloody faveat, his 
croſs and paſſion, his death and burial. Whether the 
worſhipping of three different perſons, as three ob- 
jects of adoration, and yet conſtituting but one God, 
whether the worſhipping of a Divinity who is him- 
ſelf his own Father and his own Son, his own ſender 
and his own meſſenger; whether the worſhipping 
of the immutable and eternal Godhead, as havin 
changed the mode of his exiſtence, and compound 
himſelf with the frail and mortal nature of man, 
on purpoſe that he might ze; whether this be not 
a ſpecies of idolutry, unknown in ancient times, un- 
accountably monſtrous and irrational, and repug- 
nant to every natural feeling of an unprejudiced _ 
mind, I leave to your ſerious and candid conſider- 
ation. It matters not that the holy Jeſus is an ob- 
ject of this idolatry. Can you imagine it will be 
acceptable to im, who ſought not his own glory, 
— who did not his own will, but the will of Lim 
who ſent him, and who replied to the perſon who 
addreſſed him with the appellation of good maſter, 
« why calleſt thou ne good? there is none good 
but one, that is God.“ Would you honour the Son 
as you honour the Father? Pay that kind of hon- 
our to him which he required : not religious 
adoration, but that attention to his do&rines and com- 
mandsz to which, he, and every meſſenger from hea- 
ven, 1s juſtly entitled. All due and grateful re- 
ſpe& be rendered to the Son of Gos, to the Captain 
of our ſalvation : but I dare not give that religious 
homage and. glory to the Son, which I verily think, 
and am fully perſuaded, ought to be given to the 
Father only. 


It 
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It may be ſaid that the doctrine of the Trinity is 
an harmleſs, ſpeculative opinion, and that the prac- 
tice which follows it, can have no bad moral ten- 
dency. But it is hardly poſſible that any falſe no- 
tion concerning Gop can rfectly innocent, and 
eſpecially a notion ſo very falſe as this, viz. that 
divine worſhip ſhould be paid to Jeſus Chriſt, as a 
being the ſame in ſub/tance, and equal in power and 
glory with. the Father. When it 1s apprehended, 
that inſtead of ons there are three beings, to whom 
the perfections of Deity are referred, the imagina- 
tions of men, will always make a partition of divine 
attributes among them; and in no one of them will 
there be that union ef venerable and amiable attri- 
butes, which we aſcribe to the one only true God: 
and as the mind of man cannot contemplate” more 
than one object at the ſame time; it cannot, with 
theſe notions, be poſſeſſed of that mixture of rove- 
rence and love, of which the ſentiments of true 
devotion conſiſt. From theſe principles it will fol- 
low, that while the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, are 
equally regarded as God, one of them will be 
thought to peolels one ſet of attributes, and another 
a different ſet: one of them will be imagined to be 
of one diſpoſition and another of another; juſt as the 
heathens conceived of their ſeveral deities. | 
I appeal (ſays a great writer) to the conviction of 
the 4/hanafans themſelves, whether, in their ideas, 
there be not ſomething more fern and inflexible in 
the character of the Father, than of the Son: alſo, 
notwithſtanding they aſcribe divine attributes to the 
Father, whether, leaving the Son out of the queſtion, 
ſomething particularly amiable and engaging would 
not be wanting in what would remain of the divine 
Being; and likewiſe, whether leaving out the Father 

and Son, the Spirit alone (according to their cuſ- 
tomary ideas of his nature and attributes, mercy and 
goodneſs) wauld be equal to the works of creation, 
providence and redemption. If this be a juſt repre - 
| ſentation, 
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ſentation, there is nothing that the 4:hanafians really 
conceive of as one being, to whom they aſcribe all the 
divine perfections of j uſtice, goodneſs and mercy. 
The Trinitarian Doctrine muſt ſometimes, therefore, 


be unfavourable to real goodneſs, by deſtroying the 


effects of thoſe motives to virtue, which are derived 
from the imitation of Gop. For certainly it would 
not be to the advantage of any man's character to re- 


ſemble Gos the Father, according to the ideas that 


ſome perſons have of him: ideas which they never 
could: have entertained of him, if, by dividing the 
Godhead, they had not diveſted him of ſome of his 
eſſential attributes. 2 

Is it not then your duty, brethren, to abſtain 
from a ſpecies of idolatry, which perverts your no- 
tions of the divine character, and has a natural ten- 
dency to corrupt your moral feelings? If there be 
ſin; if there be danger in idolatry, of any kind: 
can you ſatisfy yqurſelves in a conduct, which ſup- 
ports idolatry, which expoſes you to the danger, 
and involves you in the guilt of it? Is this the line 
of conduct to be purſued by a ſincere diſciple of 
the Lord Jeſus? If you coolly and impartially con- 
ſider the matter, you muſt be convinced it is not.— 
Put let us proceed to the 
ITIuIxD ConwDERATION. It is not confiftent 
avith fincerity, that an Unitarian' Chriſtian ſhould 
take a part in any 'Trinitarian worſhip. Did'you 
deck — that ſome who join in acts of public 
worſhip, believed in their heart that there is no 
Gop, or that he is not to be worſhipped, nor will 
reward thoſe who diligently ſeek him; would you 
not judge ſuch perſons as acting an inconſiſtent and 
inſincere part; as contradicting their on convictions 
and aſſuming falſe appearances ? Could 8 
them as boneff men? Be perſwaded then to reflect, how 
nearly your conduct reſembleth their's; if you con- 
kinue to join in the worſhip of beings, who, you 

| | are 
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are convinced, have no elaim on the authority of 
the ſcriptures to ſuch prayers and praiſes as are 
offered to them? Can you exculpate yourſelves, 
in this caſe, from the charge of inſincerity? - Your 
conduct indeed is attended with circumſtances which 
render your inſincerity much more — — than 
that of the Athieſt. Believing in God you muſt 
be convinced of your obligations to obedience, and 
cannot but know that you are forbidden to — 
any but the Supreme Being. 

If you be Unitarians, do you in your private de- 
votions pray to God the Sox and God the Holy 
Ghoſt? No: you feel, thazrif you did, your hearts 
would upbraid yo u with inſincerity. And will you 
dare in public to trifle with the Almighty and with 


your own conſciences ? If any actions ſhould be 


clear and unequivocal, zho/e ſhould be fo, which 
have a direct concern with the Gop of truth. The 
apoſtle therefore exhorted the temporizing diſciples 
of old, to ſhun the feaſts in honour of idols, left they 

ſhould be ſuppoſed. to entertain a veneration for 
the idols. The Chriſtians of the following age re- 
fuſed to caſt incenſe upon the altars of the heathen 
gods, fearing that this action would ſpeak a language 
repugnant to the ſentiments of their minds. They 
endured every torture, and patiently ſubmitted to a 
cruel death, rather than by words or deeds contraditt 
their convictions. Their example, my brethren, is 


well worthy of your imitation. Indeed unleſs we do 
follow it; we ſhall have no right at the concluſion of 


this moeteh, life, to comfort ourſelves with the re- 
flection, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 
not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God 
we have had our converſation in the world.“ There 
is nothing more diametrically oppoſite to the cha- 
racter of a true Chriſtian, than the great maxim of 
the heathen philoſophers in former times and of 


unbelievers in theſe, viz. to think with the wije and 
| ac 
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a# with the vulgar, The true Chriſtian is a character 
that is all of a piece. What he believes he openly - 
profeſſes and acts upon. He is ſtudious to avoid 
even the appearance of evil, and therefore dreads 
giving the leaſt countenance to any ſyſtem or mode 
of worſhip, which in his own jadgment he condemns. 
He fears Gop-and fears nothing elſe ; and provided 
his own heart does not condemn him, he cares not what 


men may ſay of him or do unto bim. 


But perhaps it will be pleaded by ſome, that they 
do not repeat what they-difapprove. Upon the 
ſame principle you may join in the religious ſervices 
of any body of men upon earth. You may join in 
the worſhip of the Church of Rome, in the worſhi 
of a mahometan or of a heathen aſſembly; and thus 
paſs for a good Catholic in France, a faithful Mu/- 


_ fulman in Turkey, and an honeſt Pagan in Africa.“ 


And think one moment, whether that principle can 
be good, righteous, and eligible, which will admit 
ou as well to be members of any ſuperſtitious and 
idolatrous church in the worid as of the Church of 
England itſelf? | 6 i 
Suppole that a ſet of unenlightened Heathens, 
zealous for the religion of their anceſtors, ſhould 
erect a temple in your neighbourhood and conſe- 
crate it to the ſervice of the gods of antiquity ; | 
ſhould you think yourſelves excuſable in ſhunning 
chriſtian aſſemblies, and bending your knee before 
the altar of Jupiter, of Venus, or of Bacchus ?— 
Should you think it ſufficient to juſtify your con- 
duct, that you adopted no expreſſion inconſiſtent 
with your real ſentiments? Moſt certainly nat. You 
would be ſhocked at the idea of ſuch a conduct. You 
would think yourſelves under an indiſpenſible ob- 
ligation to confine yourſelves to that worſhip, which 
is more agreeable to your chriſtian principles, to 
that temple in which your feelings would not be 
wounded nor your devotions diſturbed, by the ad- 
*f\ v5 * dreſſes 
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dreſſes of your fellow-worſhippers to the deities of 
their imaginations.. But for the very ſame reaſon, 
it behoves you to forſake the communion of the 
Church of England and join in the religious ſer- 
vices of a ſociety. whoſe principles are moreagreeable 
to your own: unleſs you think that the circumſtance 
of its being eſtabliſhed by the vil magiſtrate, cre- 
ates a diſtinction, unleſs you think that the civil 
3 can change the very nature of right 
and wrong, and make that conſiſtent with in- 
tegrity, Which would otherwiſe he inſincere and 
9 | | 

our attendance at a trinitarian place of wor- 
chip, will lead others to imagine that you are Tri- 
nitarians. Let me put a parallel caſe. Suppoſe 
there are two muſic-meetings in-the town where 
you live, in one of which there is never any ſo 
allowed, but what you are convinced is perfectly 


— eonfiſtent with religion and virtue; while in the 


other there are ſome profane and indecent ſongs 
wings with the good? . Suppoſe your ſon volun- 
tarily choſe to attend the latter, and there ſhewed 
no diſlike to the profaneneſs and immodeſty of the 
ſongs, but ſeemed as much to join with theſe as 
— 5 ſuch as were innocent; would you not ſeverely 
reprove and condemn him, and imagine that he 
had too much love to obſcenity and impiety? And 
ſuppoſe he ſhould tell you at home, that when he 
was at the mufic-meeting and bore a part in the 
tunes, he either ſtopped when the indecent paſſages 
occurred, or elſe ſung ſome other words; would 
you admit this as a ſufficient excuſe? Would you 
not inſiſt upon it, that it was his duty, there, upon 
the ſpot, to publiſh his diſlike, or rather to reſolve 
to go thither no more? And would you- not think 
that his choofing to avoid the innocent concert, aud 
to frequent the vicious one, was a ſign he was 
grown in love with profaneneſs and r - 
| n 
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And would you not urge that his proteſting againk 
7 


proteſting * fact ſerve yours. Is there not all 
the ame reaſon to condemn your practice, which js 


fo) 


fact would not ſerve his turn? No more will your 


exactly like it? By taking a part in trinitarian 
worſhip, you virtually profeſs in the 'face of all 
who ſee you do ſo, that you are Trinitarians.— 
Unleſs your contradiction of this profeſſion be as 
public as the action itſelf, you muſt with regard to 
many be acting the hypocrite. And, indeed, if it 
were poſſible for you to caution all who witneſs 
your devotions, from confidering you as Trini- 
tariaus, there would-be fo glaring an inconſiſtency 


in your conduct, that you muſt expect the cenſure, 


if not contempt, of the honeſt. 
I you really look upon ſeveral paſſages in the 
Liturgy to be contrary to truth, and to the holy 
fcripture, and to contain in them contradictions 
and idolatry ; is there not as much reaſon, that 
you ſhould leave the communion of the church, as 
that your fon ſhould avoid profane muſic-meetings? 
AR a conſiſtent part. Leave your hypocriſy, Dare 
not any longer to trifle with men and with a heart» 
fearching God. Be not aſhamed of the truth in 
an unbelieving and ſcoffing age. Be faithful te 
death, and you ſhall inherit the crown of life“. 
But conſider, farther, « | 3 

FovRxrurr. ur obligations to the cauſe of truth 
and Chriftianity: Do you not look pon it as de- 


be generally known and received? But hdw is it 
2 that this ſhould ever be the 

ever profit? Do you think there have would be 
at this day any Chriltians in the world, if all the 
diſciples of Jeſus, in the earlier ages, had contented 


* gee An Addrefs to conforming Arians, printed in 173 | 
reprinted, at Cambridge, in 1788. * 7 4 
C 2- themſelves 


cation, are confeſſed by all to imply three 
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themſelves with a filent acquieſcence in the truth 
of the goſpel, whilſt they regularly frequented the 
temples of idol gods ? Do you imagine that there 
would have been any refortnation two hundred years 
ago, had the firſt Proteſtants never thought of with- 
drawing themſelves from the commanion of the 
Church of Rome, nor of forming ſocieties, whoſe 

religious ſervices ſhould be conducted more agree- 
ably to the ſcripture plan? Can it be expected, 
then, that the doctrine of the d:wine unity ſhould 
ain ground, whilſt Unitarians remain quietly in a 
Frinitarian church? The experiment however, 
has been tried. About an hundred years ſince, 
there was in England a body of very reſpectable 
Unitarians. They were men of the beſt characters; 
they were zealous for the truth ; but they did not 
ſee that duty called upon them to abſent themſelves 
from the eſtabliſhed places of worſhip. - 'The conſe- 
quence was that, upon their deaths, the doctrine o 
the unity of Gop was nearly loſt in this country. 
Mr. Eirmin, a moſt excellent Unitarian Chriſtian of 
that period, became ſenfible towards the end of his 
life that they had acted upon miſtaken and pernicious 
Sten He began to fear that the true idea of 
op would be loſt among Chriſtians, He was pain- 
fully apprehenſive, that unleſs Unitarians formed 
themſelves into diſtinct religious ſocieties, the con- 
tinual uſe of terms which in their ordinary 14 1 
ods 
would paganize, at ſome time, the whole chriſtian ! 
church. "The preſent flouriſhing ſtate of the Uni- 
tarian cauſe, is principally to be aſcribed to the de- 
ciſive and noble conduct of thoſe honeſt men, who 
have withdrawn. themſelves from the eſtabliſhed 
church, and ſacrificed to truth and conſcience ever) 
proſpect of intereſt and emolument. Where all of 
ou, my brethren, to imitate their example, it would 
e an effectual means of ſerving the cauſe of 1 ** 
| TT : . at. 
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But nothing ſhort of your ſeparation from every 
Triaitarian ſociety of Chriſtians, wilt be of any 
laſting avail. n | 
There cannot be a plainer rule of life than this, 
that every man ſhould do what he would wiſh others 
to do, and what he is convinced would be beſt, if 
all others would do. No man can tell, what influ- 
ence his own example may have to produce a good 
effect. Whatever comes of it; he by theſe means 
diſcharges his conſcience, and (as far as following 
his duty in this inſtance can do it) /awves bis own 
ſoul*. Perhaps it would be the means of relieving 
from a heavy burden the mind of many a miniſter 
of the Lord Jeſus, who is convinced that the offices 
of the church are very diſtant from the principles 
of the goſpel, but whoſe apprenſions of the diſtreſſes 
of poverty are a bar to his following the dictates of 
truth and conſcience. Such would find congrega- 
tions ready to receive them as their paſtors. You 
would become their friends and patrons. What 
ſatisfation would it yield you; and how would 
you rejoice in the hope of ſharing the rewards, as 
vou had eaſed the trials of thoſe righteous men: 
who nobly ſacrificing every proſpe& of future ad- 
vancement, and dignity, would readily put up 
with a ſcanty ſubfiftence, rather than atfobey the 
dictates of their conſciences, Would it not afford 
much greater fatisfa&tion to your minds, than can 
ever reſult from your preſent courſe of conduct, 
which encourages in their hypocriſy thoſeclergymen, 
who not only ſubſcribe what they do not believe, 
but utter-every day what they muſt confider as im- 
pious falſehoods, in the form of a ſolemn addreſs to 
Almighty Gop. And can it be eaſy to you th be 
acceſſary to other men's fins; and, thus, to ba in 


* See a Letter to a Layman on the ſubje& cf Mr. Lindfey's 
propoſal for a reformed church, p-. 18. S401 
© ſome 
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ſome meaſure, the cauſe why eme periſh, for whom 
RT veg s ts wine e 
By continuing in communion with a Trinitarian 
church, you not only do your part to prevent a 
reformation, but you eſſentially injure the cauſe 
of . Chriſt, and take the moſt effectual ſtep in your 
power to confirm and perpetuate the prejudices of 
unbelievers againft the religion of Jeſus. A 
clergyman (who had been a chaplain aboard a ſhip) 
writing to Mr. Whiſton, ſays, I was ſorry that 
the Turks, Jews, &c. were fo very much offended 
with the chriſtian religion, upon theſe two accounts, 
viz. the one the worſhipping of images, the other 
the belief and worſhip of the Trinity, which ſeemed 
to them to be the belief of three Gods.”” La Compte's 
Hiſtory of China ſpeaks of the heathens, as deriding 
the chriſtian doctrine of a mortal God, and upon 
that account conſidering Chriſtianity as fabulous. 
Dr. Cauſabon ſays, that this dofrine has. kept more 
people from embracing the chriſtian faith than any thing 
be knows of. Mahomet, in his Koran, ſays, It 
is ong ſince the Infidels (meaning the Chriſtians) 
have ſaid that there are three Gods; certainly there - 
as.but one.” Thus does the doctrine of the Trinity 
2 a ſtumbling-block in the way of Jews, Ma- 
ometans, and Heathens. Nor is it to be wondered 
at, that ſome even in this country offended with 
the harſh ſounds and irreconcileable principles of 
the eſtabliſhed Liturgy, forſake the aſſemblies of ' 
public worſhip, whilſt others are prejudiced 35 7 
_ Chriſtianity, and driven into infidelity. ill it 
not be a ſervice to ſuch to ſet them an example of 
diſtinguiſhing between the goſpel and the corrup- 
tions of it? Wil! it not afford them a fair oppor- 
tunity to judge of its truth, if you exbibit it in 
its plain and native dreſs? Let them ſee what 
Chriſtianity is in % f. Your continued con- 
formity miſleads them and contributes to keep 14 
| 0 
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of ſight the real and genuine goſpel. Every error 
retained, obſcures the light and glory of the goſpel. 
Peculiarly pernicious, then, muſt be the influence 
of an error which betlouds the fundamental doc- 
trine of revelation the unity of Gov, and multiplies 
the objects of religious adoration. 


ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS. 
TaoucGH the juſtneſs of this repreſentation be 
n it may be objected, perhaps, by 

ome, ; : . 
(Frasr OBIZCT ION.) That it does not become 
common lay Chriſtians to buſy themſelves. about à re- 
formation, and that this matter ought to be left to the 

bijhops and the reſt of the clergy.  _. 

But let me requeitſuch perſons to remember, that 
the arguments and reaſonings which have been 
„Ae in this addreſs, apply to all orders of 
Chriſtians. Is not religion the concern of every 
man ? Is it not the duty of every man to obey 
Gop? Does not every man worthip Gop for 
himſelf? Is net integrity and ſincerity required 
in every man ? Is not the truth of the ſame im- 
portance to every man? Is not every man under 
an obligation to lay no ſtumbling- block 1a the way 
of the converſion, and ſalvation of unbelievers? 
You may as well ſay, my friends, that the biſhops 
and clergy are to be juſt, and charitable, and tem- 
perate and pious for you, and that it is no con- 
.cern of yours to cultivate theſe virtues. But pray 
conſider, that if you be not gooz Chriftians 2 
you cannot expect to be;/aved yourſelves. , 
Beſides you have no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the 
biſhops and clergy in ,general will ever promote a 
reformation. The reformation from popery in the 
ſixteenth century was brought about in oppoſition 
to molt of the bilbops and clergy. . The Church of 
. England 
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England was placed upon' its preſent footing in 
oppoſition to them. The biſhops have always op- 

ſed any farther reformation to the utmoſt of their 
influence. Many unſucceſsful attempts have been 
made to obtain their concurrence in advancing that 
and ſimilar objects. It cannot be. reaſonably 
looked for in men whoſe rank, and wealth, and 
power depend (or are ſuppoſed to depend) upon 
things continuing in their preſent ſtate. It can- 
not be expected that thoſe clergymen who have 
conſcientiouſly ſubſcribed the articles, and approve 
the ſervices of the church, ſhould be friends to any 
material alteration. Even ſome who cannot but 
abiſb the reformation of many things, in-ſo old and 
complex a ſyſtem as that of the church, have diſ- 
cernment enough to foreſee, that if a reformation 
ſhould once begin, it will not ſtop where they would 
chooſe to have it, and it is but too plain that they 
are abſolutely bent upon retaining, at the hazard 
of perpetuating whatever themſelves think wron 
bk en nb -» g. 
many things which they are ſenſible cannot eſcape 
an inquiry, if an inquiry be encouraged. Like 
ſpiders in the center of an immenſe web, they feel 
at everyextremity of it; fearing that if whar ſeem 
to be only the eurworks be demoliſhed, the whole 
fabric will come to the ground“. | 

With you, therefore, my brethren, it lies to begin 
a reformation. You may not live to ſee the com- 
Fletion of it: but it will undoubtedly go on and be 
gaining ground every day. The heads of the 
OE and ſtate muff fellow, though they will not 

ead. | 

But to the conduct, which has been pointed out, 
you may, perhaps, make a | - 

SeEconD OBJECTION, Viz. That there are many 
good things in the church ſervices, and that you ſhow 


* Letter to a Layman, p. 78. 
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your: candour and charity in putting up with what you 
think amiſs. Wy 

Such a plea would equally excuſe a concurrence 


in the worſhip of the Church of Rome, from the 


litürgies“ of which theſe excellent things are bor- 
rowed. Beſides, no mixture of truth can alter the 
nature of the errors blended with it; nor any ar- 
dour and elevation of ſpirit in ſome parts preſerve 
us innocent in the uſe of thoſe ſervices, the leading 
ſentiments of which are-fizful. As to the candour 
and charity you wiſh to ſhow, permit me to obſerve, 
that we ought to be greatly upon our guard, that 
we do not impeſe upon ourſelves, by imagining that 
we poſſeſs and exerciſe a virtue, of which we have 
only the. appearance. "There is ſcarcely any thing 


more injurious to our religious character and con- 


duct, than this H deceptiou. I fear it is too often 
the caſe, that thoſe who perſuade themſelves that 
they are actuated by candour in attending ſtatedly 
or occaſionally upon the worſhip of the efabliſhed 
church, never think of ſhowing their candour by 
joining in the religious ſervices of ſome little, mean 
and deſpiſed ſect, and would really be aſhamed to be 
ſeen in their poor and obſcure conventicles. But 
in truth, ſuch perſons totally miſtake the nature 
and proper exerciſe of candour. Candour does 
not conſiſt in the /acrifice of principle, in the counte- 


* Even. in the darkeſt times of popery there was a varicty of 
forms in diff rent ſees, That uniformity was no: then known, 
which is now fo rigidly iufiſted upon. The Ad for Uniformity 
of Service, which paſſed in the. reign of Edward VI. in the 
year 1549, begins thus: Whereas of. long time there hath been 
had in this realm of England asd in Wales, diverſe forms of 
Common Prayer, commonly calicd the Service of the Church, 
that is to ſay, the uſe of Sarum, of York, of Bangor, and of 
Lincoln : and befides th: ſame now of late, much more diverſe 
and ſundry forms and faſhions have been uſed in the catbedral 
and pariſh churches of England and Wales, &c.“ 
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nancing and ſupporting of error, but in meekly Bear- 
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ing with the ſentiments of other people, in loving 
the men, though we reed their opinions, and in en- 
tertaining juſt views of their character and future 
condition. You ſhow no true candour and charity, - 
then, in adopting the idolatrous worſhip of the 
Church of England, or of any other church. When 
you publicly and uniformly ſhow your deteſtation of 
that worſhip, you will afford yourſelves an oppor- 
tunity of teſtifying your charity towards thoſe who 
conſcientiouſly perform it. But you wall, perhaps, 
ſtate, as a 1 | | | 
„ TrixDd OBJECTION, That you have ſome office or 
ployment in the church, in the diſcharge of which gon 
L the community. | 
But do you really think that the ſervice, which 
you render to your neighbourhood is by any means 
equivalent to the injury you do to your own mind 
and to the cauſe of pure Chriſtianity ? Will it by 
any. means make up for your countenancing falſe- 
hood and idolatry, for your upholding the moſt 


| glaring corruptions of the goſpel and bringing a 
diſcredit upon the Chriſtian religion? Do you 
really imagine that Gop ſtands in any need of your 
infincerity, wickedneſs and ruin, in order to accom- 
pliſh his deſigns? To do evil that good may come is 
a maxim which Paul diſclaims with abhorrence ; 
and James ſays, that F a man ofend, that is know- 
ingly, wilfully and habitually offend, in one point 
he is guilty M all. 4 | 
No longer, then, ſupport the proven corruptions 
of Chriſtianity, no longer diſguiſe the character and 
perfections of the Almighty, no longer, afford an 
occaſion for the unbelief of the Jews, 2 the ridicule 
of the Gentile, Profeſs the genuine goſpel of Jeſus; 
_ ſeparate yourſelves from an 1dolatrous church; pro- 
| feſt againſt her errors; awaken the attention of 
men ; excite them to enquiry ; teach them to ſhake 
off that ſlaviſh reverence for-public forms, and an 


eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed religion, which ſcreens jargon, abſurdity 
End myſticiſm from a free examination. I addrefs 
u as Chriſtians: I addreſs you as perſons who 
eve; learnt to look not entirely at the things which 
are ſeen and temporal, but at things which are anſten 
and eternal, as perſons who- think it their duty to 
give ſome attention to the concerns of religion, as 
well as to the concerns of buſineſs. If you be dif- 
poſed to obey Gop rather than e; if you have 
that holy dread of idolatry, which animated the pri- 
mitive believers ; if you be friends to that femplicit 
and godly fincerity, in which the apoftle gloried ; if 
you have any love for the truth, any reverence for the 
go/pel, any regard to the ſalvation of mankind ; I am 
perſuaded you will feel yourſelves diſpoſed to pay 
ſome attention to the thoughts which have now been 
ſubmitted to your conſideration. But there are always 


difficulties to be encountered in treading the path 


of duty, and eſpecially at part of it, to which we 
have hitherto been ſtrangers. Happy the man, who is 


not diſcouraged by them from proceeding ! Happy 
the man who has reſolution foo! 


encounter all, and to“ pfeſs forward to the mark 
of the prize of his high calling of Gop in Chriſt 
Jeſus!” Some diſcouraging thoughts are now, 
perhaps preſenting themſelves to your minds, my 
friends. Be upon your guard, I pray you, that 
they have not more influence upon you than they 
deſerve. Conſider that if you be Unitarians in 
principle, every ſuggeſtion Which pleads in favour 
of your conformity to Trinitarian worfhip, pleads 
in oppeſition to yoar duty and your eternal intereſt, One 


_dithculty, and which, indeed, may be conſidered as 


an unanſwerable objection to the conduct here 
recommended, is that | | 

(FouxTnu OZON.) There 7s no place © 
eworſhip near you, in which God the Father only is 


worſhipped, 


It 


ſteadineſs enough to © 
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It is a moſt melancholy thought, that this ſhould 
be the caſe with any of you. But, alas it muſt 
be acknowledged, that where there are even Ant- 
ing ſocieties, there are frequently no unitarian ones, 
many diſſenters being as firm Trinitarians as any 
Church-of-England man, and conducting their 
religious ſervices in a manner equally repugnant 
to the feelings and principles of a conſcientious 
worſhipper of the one only living and true Gop. But 
when there is a diſſenting ſociety of Unitarians, you 
ought, undoubtedly, to join them in preference to 
the Church of England: for though you like a 
liturg y better than extempore prayer; yet a matter 
of this kind ought never /to. be conſidered of ſo 
much importance, as to make you ſacrifice ſincerity, 
truth, and the goſpel cauſe. But if there be in 
your neighbourhood zo unitarian place of worſhip 
of any kind, there is ſo much the greater call for 
your exertions. A clear, explicit, open, and deci- 
five conduct is abſolutely neceſſary; if you would 
ſerve the cauſe of Gop and of truth. If you be the 
- only man in your neighbourhood whoſe eyes Al- 
mighty Gop has opened to the truth; ſtill be per- 
ſuaded-..to ** flee from idolatry.” If you make a 
point of conſcience to devote the Sunday, or any 
other part of the week, to religious purpoſes, your 
conduct will ſoon be noticed, ſome perſons will be 
led to inquire, and it cannot be long before you will 
meet with ſome, ready to join you in ſocial. worſhip 
upon a ſcriptural plan. A cauſe ſo good, 'muf 
gain advocates, when it. is properly underſtood, 

Nothin is wanting but attention and inguiry, and 
the truth will flouriſh. Let the ſteadineſs of your 
conduct, added to the perfection of your character, 
excite that attention. As ſoon as you meet with 
any ready to join vou- in adoring the ons Go; 
you may enjoy all the comforts and advantages of 
ſocial worſhip. You cannot imagine. that it is 


+ efential 
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z/ential to the utility and acceptableneſs of ſocial 
worſhip, that numbers ſhould be aſſembled together 
in a houſe devoted to the purpoſe, and with all 
the attendants of a- miniſter regularly educated, 
and other officers. i 

In the firſt ages of Chriſtianity we read of churches 
that did not extend beyond the circle of a family, 
as the church in Nymphas' houſe“, and that in the 
houſe of Philemon, &c. It cannot admit doubt 
whether it be not preferable to worſhip the only true 
Gop, with one's family only, agreeably to the ſerip- 
tures, and in the language of fincerity and truth, 
than to join the largeſt ſociety with every circum- 
fiance of . ſtate, convenience. and ſplendor, in a 
worſhip which the ſcriptures forbid and our hearts 
diſapprove. You will find it more eaſy to put ſuch 
a plan into execution than you might at firſt ima- 
gine. Of uſeful ſermons there is a great variety, 
ſuch as Tillotſon's, Secker's, Balguy's, Jortin's, 
Lardner's Bourn's, Holland's, and Prieftley's.— 
You will be well able to conduct the devotional 
ſervices, with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Lindſey's re- 
formed Liturgy, of that uſed at Saliſbury+, or of 
Dr. Prieſtley's Forms of Prayers, and other offices 
for the uſe of Unitarian Societies. In theſe pub- 
lications you will find ſervices for the Lord's ſupper 
and for baptiſm, whichit is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
can be conducted properly by none but a regularly 
ordained miniſter, for nothing of this kind 1s inti- 
mated in the New Teſtament. 

By thus maintaining a noble independence and 
conſiſtency of conduct in all your religious concerns, 
you will improve and confirm your own character; 


* Col. iv. 15. 


+ There is alſo a valuable one, lately publiſhed, at the new 
Unitarian Chapel in Mar chelter, as well as a copious collection 
of Plalms and Hymns, printed at Birmingham. | 
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you will be an honour to the cauſe you eſpouſe; you 
will render eſſential ſervice to mankind, and be 
enabled to look forward with pleaſure to the great 
day of retribution. Vou and your fellow-labourers 
in the cauſe of Gop, will be like 4 city ſet upon a 
Hill you will be the means of diſſeminating far and 
wide the principles of true chriſtian worſhip, and of 
diffuſing a ſpirit of ſerious aud rational zeal. 

8 perhaps, you will ſtart another difficulty, viz. 
that 

(Fir TH OBJEcTioNn.) You have reaſon to expect 
.a violent oppoſition to your ſeparating from the church, 
on the part of your neare/t friends and connectiont. 

Your caſe is undoubtedly to be pitied. But poſſi- 

bly your fears lead you to imagine that they will 
carry their reſentment much farther, than there is 
any juſt ground for belicving they will. When they 
ſee that you act upon principle, that the favour and 
approbation of Gop is the grand motive of your 


conduct, and that you are Heady in what you eſteem 


to be the path of duty; their reſentment will probably 
be ſoftened, and their confidence and affection towards 
you will gradually revive. Indeed the mere circum- 
ſtance of your diſſent being an d thing (as it mult 
in time become) will naturally wear off that dread 
towards it which was felt at firſt : and they will at 
length perceive and acknowledge, that it has not 
made you ſuch a fFrange being as they imagined it 
would. At any rate the line of duty is clear, Your 
hardſhips will be no greater than thoſe which our 
Lord laid it down as abſolutely neceſſary that his 
firſt followers ſhould endure, than thoſe which were 
often experienced by the reformers of the ſixteenth 
century, or than thoſe which every faithful diſciple 
of Jeſus will be ready to undergo, when called to 


them in the courſe of duty. He that loveth father. 


or mother more than me (faith our Lord) is not 
worthy of me, He that loveth fon or daughter 8 
a than 
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than me, is not worthy of me. Whoſoever he be of 
you that forſaketh not all which he hath, his father 
and mother, and wife and children, and brethren 
and ſiſters, yea and his own life alſo, he cannot be 
my diſciple.” May Gow give you grace to act up 
to your chriſtian profeſſion ! 

But ſome perhaps will ſay, 

(SIxTR OBJECTION.) I cannot bear to be /o 


fingular, as to leave the church in which I have been 


educated, eſpecially if it be neceſſary to make my houſe. 
a place of ſocial worſhip. | 
But let tuch perſons conſider, that the greater the 
effort, the greater will be the merit, and that where 
duty is concerned, all other conſiderations, be their 
weight greater or leſs, ought to be poſtponed to it. 
We Chriſtians: ought to be thankful that we have 
nothing more difficult to encounter. What ſhould 
we have done in the day of adverſity, if we cannot 
bear proſperity? And it ought not to be forgotten, 
that none will be diſtinguiſhed by our great Maſter 
as his worthy diſciples and followers, but thoſe who 
ſhall be ready to riſk and even to abandon every 
thing in the world, and even to tate up their croſs 
for the ſake of his goſpel. Every fituation and cir- 
cumſtance of things, has its peculiar difficulties, 
which wiſe and conſctentious men will lay their ac- 
count with meeting and be prepared to bear. This, 
in fact, muſt be done by every perſon who does not 
adopt the principle of univerſal conformity to the 
world, and who will not make his religion ſubſer vient 
to it. But what will ſuch religion do for a man, 
when the world, and all the follies and vanities of it 
ſhall be no more * 2 ASP 
It is your profeſſed faith, as Chriſtians, that 
aſſuredly as the great Author of our religion, the 
Ambaſſador of truth and grace has already appeared 


* Preface to Forms of Prayer, &c. : 
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in the world, he will be revealed from heaven, to | 


raiſe his fincere diſciples to glory and immortality. 
How will all the great and ſplendid things of life 
diſappear before the brightneſs of his coming! Is 
there need of more thin one moment's calm re- 
flection to convince you, that then the only thing 
of conſequence will be the approbation of his Father 
and our Father, of his God and our God ? And 
can we really entertain the ſerious and rational hope 
of it, merely becauſe we have profeſſed his religion, 
whilſt we have joined with the zany to countenance, 
and with the great to ſupport the corrupti ons of it? 
Will it be thea a valid plea, that faſbion and intereſt 


Lg 


urged us to depart from his laws, to act incon- 


ſiſtently with our own convictions, and obey men 
rather than Gop ? Conceive how your minds 
would be affected were the awful appearance of the 
Judge, an event which you had grounds to look 
for, within a few days, Were the heavens to open, 


and you to ſee him coming in the clouds, in whom 


you believe as the guide to eternal life—him who 
declared that the“ true worſhippers will worſhip 
the FaTHER in ſpirit and truth''—him who was 


himſelf the faithful and true witneſs, and died 


leaving us an example to follow his ſteps' —him 
who hath warned us, that whoſoever loveth father 
or mother more than him, is not worthy of him— 
him who hath laid it down as a certain principle, 
that his true diſciples are not of the world! It is 
left to your own minds to imagine, how a conduct 
formed from a deference to the example and autho- 
rity of worldly men, or from the views of profit and 
_ greatneſs, will appear to ſuch a judge, and to your 
own hearts, when ſummoned to his tribunal, ta 
receive according to your works. 

You believe the Chriſtian religion to be true. 
Believing it to be true, can you doubt the pro- 
priety of my laying theſe conſiderations before you, 

or 


(a on 


or reſiſt the force of them? Vou cannot but be- 
lieve, that the great founder of your faith will 
verify all his declarations: and then what will be 
the ſtate of thoſe, who have regarded the world and 
what it can offer, more than his word and promiſes ? 
Can you look forward to their fituation without 
fear, without-ſolicitude to eſcape the ſhame and 
diſgrace of it? Theſe expectations are ſufficient to 
expoſe the weakneſs and folly of being captivated 
by the pomps and emoluments, enſlaved by the 
authority, or eninared by the faſhion of any reli- 
gious eſtabliſhment whatſoever. 'Theſe are-things 
which will all vanifh away as airy phantoms. But 
truth, fidelity to Gop, and integrity of character, 
are things of laſting excellence and worth, of eſſen- 
tial importance on that day which will try all things: 
everlaſting honours await them: they will drawafter 
them, in the final iſſue, ſtability, glory, and life for 
evermore, 5 | 

It is but a ſhort time before we ſhall find the 
truth of theſe things : they ſhould therefore affect 
our minds, and influence our conduct, as if they 
were to be immediately revealed. It is but a 
ſhort time that we have, any of us, to abide here; 
and therefore we ſhould loſe no opportunity of 
bearing our teſtimony to the truth of Gop.”” 

Whatever be your circumitances, dread joining, 
with your enlightened and informed minds, in an- 
ſeriptural, inſincere and idolatrous worſhip, remember- 
ing the words of the Lord Jeſus, that the Father, 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, as ** worſhip him in 
ſpirit and intruth :** and“ thou fhaltlove the Lord 
THY Gop, and him oxnLY ſhalt thou ſerve.” 

Dread alſo that awful voice from heaven, reſpect- 
ing all antichriſtian corruptions of the goſpel in 
figurative Babylon: Come out of her, my people 
that ye be not partakers of her ſins, that ye receive 
not of her plagues.” 


D 3 That 
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That you may be daily growing in grace; that 
you may act with the firmneſs of men, with the ſe- 
riouſneſs aud confiſtency of Chriſtians, is the ſincere 
p a | * 


Your affectionate Frief 
And- Brother in the Lord Jeſus. 


December 12, 1789. 
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TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATED. 


TT is the opinion of many learned men, that in the 
following paſſages, among others, the tranſlators of 
our preſent Engliſh Bible have made conſiderable 
miſtakes. "Ja : 

Ifaiah 1x. 6. is rendered by ancient and many mo- 
dern interpreters, ** His name ſhall be called won- 
derful, counſellor, the ſtrong, the mighty, the father 
of the age.” An Examination of Mr. Robinſon's 
Plea, p. 39. See alſo Mr. Coulthurſt's Blunder's 
expoſed, by W. Frend, M. A. No. 1. 

Acts vii. 59. The word Cod is not in the original. 

Acts xx. 28. In the beſt and moſt ancient manu- 
ſcript copies of the New Teſtament, it is feed the 
church of the Lord, which he hath purchaſed with his 
blood, not God. See Frend, No. 5. 

Rom. ix. 5. might be tranſlated “ whoſe (i. e. the 
Iſraelites) are the fathers, and of whom as concerning 
the fleſh Chriſt came: God who is over all be bleſſed 
for ever, Amen.” See Frend, No. 2, or Clarke's 
Scripture Doctrine. 

1 Cor. i. 2. ſhould be tranſlated (ſay fome learned 
critics) ©* with all that in every place, are called by 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” Two Diſſer- 
tations, by T. Lindſey, M. A. p. 95, &c. 

Phil. ii. 6. would have been more juſtly tranſlated, 
ho, being in the form of God, thought not the 
being like to God, a thing to be greedily ſeized by 
him ; but emptied himſelf taking the form of a ſer- 


vant, being in the likeneſs of men, and being found 
in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf,” &c.— 
Examination of Robinſon, p. 76. See Le Clerc's 
Supplement to Hammond. . 
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Heb. i. 8. ſhould rather be rendered, ** hut con- 
cerning the Son he ſaith, God is thy throne for ever 
and ever,“ that is, God is the ſupport of thy throne, 
&c. See Pierce on the Hebrews. 

1. Tim. iii. 16. It is doubtful whether we ſhould 
read God was manifeſt, or“ which was manifeſt.“ 
In our firſt Engliſh verſion, it is thus rendered, And 


openli it is a greet facrament of pitee, that thing that 


was, {chewide in fleiſche, it is juſtified in ſpirit, it 
apperidè to aungels, it is prechide to hethene men, 
it is beleeved in the world, it is taken up in glorie.“ 
Frend, No. 5. 

1 John iii. 16. Moſt copies, omitting the word 
God, read this verſe thus,“ Herein perceive we love, 
in that he laid down his life for us.“ Chriſtie's Diſ- 
courſes, p. 253. and Benſon on the place. 

1 John v. 7, 8. ſhould read thus, For there are 
three that bear record, the ſpirit, the water, and the 
blood, and theſe three agree m one.” The words 
[in heaven, the Father, the word, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and theſe three are one, and there are three that bear 
witneſs in earth] have never been proved to be in 
any Greek manuſcript, before the invention of 
printing, nor were ever cited by any of the numerous 
writers in the whole Arian controverſy, concerning 
the Trinity, in the fourth century. In the Engliſh 
Bibles in the reign of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. 
they were printed in a different character, to agnify 


their being wanting in the original See Emlyn's 


Enquiry into the Authority of 1 John v. 7. Re- 
marks on Mr. Travis, in Commentaries and Eſſays, 
vol. I. and Capel Lofft's Anſwer to Dr. Knowles. 
Rev. i. 11.' The words [I am Alpha and Omega, 
. the firſt and the laſt) were probably not written by 


the author of the book, as they are ſaid to be wanting 


in all the beft manuſcript eopies. Examination of 
Robinſon, p. 27. 
: p - Thoſe 
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Thoſe who wiſh to ſee what is ſaid in vindication 


of theſe deviations from our common Engliſh tranſ- 
lation of the ſcriptures, may conſult the books above 
referred to, They will find more upon the ſame 
ſubje& in the Catechiſt: or an Inquiry into the 
Doctrine of the Scriptures concerning the one true 
God:“ price 28. or in the Sequel to an Apolo 
on reſigning the Vicarage of Catterick:“ both by the 
Rev. Mr. Lindſey. Many valuable criticiſms will 
likewiſe be found in“ A Defence of the Unity of 
God,“ by Mr. Clarke, an attorney at Uxbridge,— 
The unitarian doctrine is ſupported in a maſterly 
manner, in Diſcourſes on the Divine Unity,“ by 
W. Chriſtie, jun. merchant of Montroſe, a gentleman 
who has purſued the courſe of conduct recommended 
in the above addreſs, conducting the religious ſervices 
of a newly raiſed ſociety, whoſe profeſſed object 1s to 
worſhip the only one true God. 

Should it be ſaid, that as it is impoſſible for 
unlearned Chriftians to judge of the authenticity of a 
paſſage, or of the proper tranſlation of it, they ought 
to trult to our Engliſh Bible; I would aſk why they 
muſt truſt to our common verſion rather than to any 


other? Were the authors of it any thing more than 


fallible men? Did they excel all other learned per- 
ſons in knowledge; or were they more free Cm 
prejudice ? If not; why may they not confide in 
other men of learning und integrity as well as in 


them? That the common tranſlation is very imper- 


fect, and that a more correct one is highly defirable, 
has been repeatedly acknowledged by the moſt com- 
petent judges both in and out of the church. 

But though it is out of the power of unlearned 
Chriſtians to decide concerning the propriety of any 


| tranſlation of a text, through an acquaintance with 


the original languages ; yet as they are able to per- 
ceive what the general ſtrain of ſcripture is upon any 
particular 
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articular point, they muſt conclude that the pro- 
babilky is that thoſe tranſlators are right, who make 
the ſcripture conſiſtent with itſelf. If an unlearned 
perſon find, for inſtance, that the ſcriptutes uniformly 
teach us, that there is but one God—that they never 
caution us againſt ſo underſtanding this as to exclude 
a trinity of perſons— that Jeſus is uſually ſpoken of 
as the Son of Man—that he uniformly prayed to the 
Father, as the being upon whom he entirely de- 
pended is it not natural and reaſonable for them to 
adopt thoſe tranſlations of. doubtful texts which do 
not make ſuch texts contradict a variety of plain and 
unequivocal paſſages? If they admit that the ſcrip- 
tures are conſiſtent with themſelves ; they muſt either 
do this, or elſe interpret thoſe few texts which ſeem 
to be repugnant to the general tenor of ſcripture in a 
different ſenſe from what the words ſeem at firſt fight 
to convey. And indeed this is ſemetimes neceſlary 
when no diſputed doctrine is concerned. 


= 


THE END. 


